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The Marriage of Figaro Overture Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, k. 492
La Gazza Sulla Forca for Chamber Ensemble Brian T. Baron, MYSO Member

Featuring Mariana Hernandez (iolin), Esme Bryson (cello),
Natalie Medina (fuc), Landon Hocking (clariner, Peter Lipari (piano)

Pure Imagination for Brass Ensemble David Shannon
Featuring Hunter Hook (crombone), Oliver Feltz (trombone), Arr. Hunter Hook
Trenity Guine (rombone), Jase Neisler (tuba)

Flute Concerto in D Major: 1st movement Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, werk 314
Natalie Medina, 2025 MYSO Concerto Contest Recipient

Recognition of MYSO’s Graduating Seniors
Nancy Denton Summer Music Camp Scholarship Award

Elliot Kastengren, 2025 Recipicnt

Ms. Rosen Memorial Award Presentation
Mel Gray;, Jr., 2025 Recipient

Highlights from WICKED Music & Lyrics Stephen Schwartz
Arr. Ted Ricketts

Danzon No. 2 Arturo Marquez
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Thank you for attending today’s performance. To support MYSO further, please consider a Pay-What-You-Wish

Donation to our orchestra made online or at the door.

This program is partially sponsored by a grant from the Illinois Arts Council

. Support MYSO with Flipcause H

BT
iy}

s g Support MYSO with Venmo
HANE

x

Illinois

ARTS

Council



| PETER LIPARI
MUSIC DIRECTOR

Music Director Peter Lipari is an accomplished conductor of musical groups in the
United States and abroad. His lively styles of conducting and audience interaction win
the hearts of musicians and concertgoers alike.

Maestro Lipari is the Director of Orchestras at Joliet Township High School. He is also
the Music Director of the West Suburban Symphony Orchestra, Chamber Orchestra,
Symphony Singers, and Festival Orchestra.

A musical leader of passion, initiative and vision, he has conducted orchestra, choral,
opera, and musical theater performances by groups including:

¢ Chicago’s Grant Park Orchestra, Rockford Symphony, LOpera Piccola, Chicago Musical College & Light
Opera Works

* St. Louis Symphony Orchestra, Sioux City Symphony Orchestra, Eugene (Oregon) Opera & Ohio
Light Opera

* Spoleto Festivals, both in Iraly & the U.S.

* Bournemouth Sinfonietta, City of Southampton Orchestra, & London Mozart Players in England

* Melbourne Symphony Orchestra in Australia

Maestro Lipari is a passionate advocate for a symphony’s involvement in the community, an enthusiastic
proponent of contemporary music, and has led more than a dozen world and national premieres. He holds
a bachelor’s degree in music education from the University of Illinois and a master’s degree in orchestral
conducting from Northwestern University. He also studied at the University of London as a Rotary
International Ambassadorial Scholar, earning a post-graduate diploma in music.

NATALIE MEDINA
2025 MYSO CONCERTO COMPETITION RECIPIENT

Natalie Medina is a senior at Joliet Central High School and a member of MYSO’s flute/
piccolo section for four years. After seeing their sister in our orchestra, Natalie quickly
followed her footsteps and joined soon after. Natalie is also the principal flutist in the
Joliet Central Symphonic Band and served as drum major for the marching and pep
bands. Natalie will be attending the University of Minnesota Twin-Cities with a major
in music education.

BRIAN T. BARON
MYSO MEMBER & FEATURED COMPOSER

Brian T. Baron (b. 2008) is a violinist, oboist, and composer based in the greater
Chicago area. Getting involved with composition at age 14, he aims to convey broader
themes, ideas, and emotions through his music. Baron often draws inspiration from
other forms of art in his compositions, including paintings, poetry, and folklore, as
he believes interpretation of such art can unlock new forms of expression. Placing in
the top 3 of the Illinois Music Educators Association (ILMEA) 2024-25 Composition
Competition Small Ensemble category, he conducted his winning piece at the Illinois
Music Educators Conference (IMEC) in January of 2025. Currently a student at Joliet
Central High School, Baron aspires to pursue a career in music education, while still composing plenty of
music.

His featured piece, La Gazza Sulla Forca (2024), is based on the Bruegel painting of the same name, is a musical
piece written for a chamber ensemble. It channels the painting’s themes of corrupt systems which stand so
solemnly in a tranquil world through many different musical techniques. It implores themes representing
different emotions, as well as motifs representing symbols in the painting such as magpies, a bird said to bring
gossip and ill-will in some western cultures. The overall goal of the work is to vividly portray the ideas Bruegel
put forth, while representing the composer’s interpretation of his intricate, fascinating work.



SENIOR SPOTLIGHTS
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATING SENIORS!

Maddie Bernard (cello) is graduating from Glenbard East High School and has participated in MYSO for 3
years. She will be attending University of Illinois: Chicago for Music Education. Maddie will miss her fellow
cello section and their “pajama days” on rehearsals before concerts. She would like to thank her family and
lictle sister Charlotte, as well as music teachers and private cello teacher, Mrs. Lisa Janisch.

Esme Bryson (cello) will soon be a Joliet Central High School graduate with plans to attend Eastern Illinois
University in the fall and major in studio art with a minor in biology, having received a full tuition Presidential
Scholarship. She plans to keep playing her cello in college. Her favorite memory has been the connections she
has made with other members in her section during her 4 years here.

Ben Castro (trumpet) is graduating from Gledbard East High School and joined MYSO only months ago. He
has enjoyed playing trumpet since a young age, often playing in a mariachi band. We have enjoyed having him
in our orchestra and wish him the best when he moves to Mexico upon graduation.

Abigail Hogan (violin) has been a member of MYSO for 6 years and will be graduating from Lockport
Township High School. She will be studying Pre-law English at Illinois Wesleyan University. Abigail is a
National Merit Commended Scholar, Illinois State Scholar, and has won an All-Invitational Award for playing
violin in Lockport’s group interpretation cast. She will always remember her first MYSO rehearsal and being
overwhelmed and scared to sightread having never been in an orchestra before; and yet this memory is her
favorite looking back because it shows how much she has grown since that day, both as a violinist and as an
orchestral performer.

Hunter Hook (zrombone) will soon be a graduate of Plainfield South High School with plans to attend the
University of Utah to study Engineering. In his 2 years with MYSO, he enjoyed the Bicentennial Park outdoor
concert the most, where there were a record number of 7 trombonists performing together in the performance.

Ava Kronenberger (cello) has been a member of MYSO for 3 seasons and is graduating from Carl Sandburg
High School. She will be attending Belmont University for Music Education and Secondary English Education
as a scholarship recipient. Ava proudly remembers MYSO’s “Bring a Friend” event, when the cello section
outnumbered the entire violin section!

Natalie Medina (f/uze) is graduating from Joliet Central High School with plans to attend the University
of Minnesota Twin-Cities majoring in Music Education. Natalie has been in MYSO for 4 years and is the
recipient of the 2025 Concerto Competition.

Jake Patterson (percussion) has been in MYSO for 2 years and will be graduating from Lincoln Way West.
He will attend Iowa State for Mechanical Engineering this fall. He received the Bronze Award in the National
German Test. His favorite time in MYSO was performing Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony.

Jacob Sever (violin) will be graduating from Lincoln Way Central with hopes of studying Chemical
Engineering this fall. Jacob is a National Merit Semi Finalist and AP Scholar with Distinction. He has been a
MYSO member for 2.5 years, and during this time, enjoyed performing The Unfinished Symphony, The Three
Dances and Die Fledermaus. Lipari’s “baton shenanigans” is also a notable memory for Jacob!

Lilia Stahr (violin) has been a MYSO violinist for all 4 years of her high school years at Lincoln Way West.
Upon graduation, she will be going to Illinois State University to pursue Special Education. Lilia will always
remember Lipari bringing the energy to each MYSO rehearsal.



THE METROPOLITAN YOUTH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
EXPRESSES OUR THANKS AND APPRECIATION TO THE FOLLOWING
DONORS WHO CONTRIBUTED THIS SEASON AS OF 4/12/24:

MAESTRO’S CIRCLE $1,000+

SPONSORS $100-$249

DONORS $50-$99

B2B Arts Pam Breuning Credo Music

Cathy & Andy Bellos, Business Knowledge Systems Kate Goranson

{n Memary of Nicoletre Bellos Clean Image Car Wash Cynthia Henderson

Illinois Arts Council Confer Insurance Agency Valerie Hogan
BENEFACTORS $500-$999 Culvers of Romeoville Kelly Johnson

Anonymous D’Arcy GMC Eileen Kozlowski

Jill & Tom Harris Heather Haseya John Kronenberger
PATRONS $250-$499 Heartland Bank & Linda McFerron

Anonymous Trust Company NAMI of Will-Grundy

Brandon Bayston Stacie Hobbs Pam & Roger Nogal

EcoClean Can John Krol Orchestra Parents/Patrons’

Joel Kuehner Susan Lyon, Century EMT United Support (OPUS)

The Mancke Family Mary McDonald Judith Sandberg

Mike McFerron McGraw Hill Education Devan Szopinski

Judith Sandberg Momma Onestas SUPPORTERS $25 TO $49

The Sever Family ltalian Restaurant Amy Bernard

Troy Strange Torfya Peterson. The Guglielmi Family

Keith & Elaine Swearingen Qulfllz’.m & F.abISh Michael Henry Jr.

The Sybert Family Christine Raimbault Kelly Jones

Serena Stahr Ricardo Mota
Daniel Torson Doug Sybert

Melanie Brsan Villasenor

GIFTS IN KIND TO MYSO

Joliet Junior College Host for November concert

Lewis University Music Department Rehearsal site, storage & host for concerts

Mike McFerron Pre-Concert Lectures for Donors
Music and Arts Center Music Folders
Cathy Bellos, Pam Nogal, Devan Szopinski Raffle Basket Items

MYSO 2024-2025 CONCERT SCHEDULE
Thursday, June 5, 2025 6:30pm

Bicentennial Park, Joliet
201 W. Jefferson St, Joliet, IL



2022 Essington Rd « Joliet « 815-439-5500
darcybuickgmc.com
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ECOCLEAN CAN FOR ALL YOUR PRESSURE
WASHING NEEDS

TRUST THE PROFESSIONALS AT ECOCLEAN CAN

WE ARE A PROUD SPONSOR OF MYSO

ECOCLEANCAN.COM  708-549-1660

20% OFF WITH PROMO CODE - MYSO
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July 28-August 1, 2025 9:30am-5pm

The Girls Create Music Camp brings approximately twenty aspiring musicians who identify
as female (grades 8-12) to Lewis University, free of charge, for a week of learning about
songwriting, music production, and recording techniques. Working collaboratively with
‘(‘» \\' professional musicians, students will create, record, and produce original music. Campers

@S UNN‘—R\S\ will also develop basic music theory skills and learn about the contributions of women to
popular music and culture of the 20th and 21st centuries.

D AY C AM P A substantial gender imbalance exists in the music industry. A research study published in
2020 by the USC Annenberg Foundation reported that 12.5% of songwriters and only

2.6% of producers were women.1 In the study, researchers found that one of the core drivers of gender inequality in the
music industry is lack of access to educational resources. The aim of the Girls Create Music Camp is to contribute to the
ongoing efforts to address gender disparity in the music industry by providing arts education that emphasizes representation
and inclusivity.

This camp is free. Lunch, snacks, & T-shirt provided.
For all students, grades 8-12, who identify as female.

For more information and to apply visit www.lewisu.edu/music/girlscreatemusic.php

Upcoming Arts&ldeas Events

WADSWORTH FAMILY ART GALLERY

Senior Capstone Exhibition May 8-18, 2025
Gallery Talk and Reception May 8 - 7pm

The Lewis University Department of Art and Design is proud to present the Senior
Capstone Exhibition. This biannual art show coincides with the capstone course, Senior
Project. The course challenges graduating students to put their newly acquired skills and
understanding of art to the test by participating in a professional exhibition experience.

Fall 2025 Performing Arts Series Events

PERFORMING ARTS SERIES AIONIOS TRIO

September 15, 2025 - 7:30 pm
Convocation Hall

BREAKNECK TWELFTH NIGHT PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

October 8, 2025 - 7:30 pm
Philip Lynch Theatre

We acknowledge the Land on which we stand and occupy today as the original home of many past Indigenous peoples—most recently the Illini,
Potawatomi, Ojibwa, Odawa, Sauk, Fox, and Miami and acknowledge Ingigenous understanding of and reverence for the land and its resources,
and the respect Indigenous people have shown towards all life upon it. We acknowledge the history of racism and displacement of these peoples
from their homelands, the disrespect for traditional cultures, and the extreme hardship Native and Non-Native Americans have endured on the
road to recovering their cultures spiritually, physically, and economically. As an institution of higher learning, it is our duty to remind future
generations the debt we owe to the original stewards of this continent.

Eﬂ?v'v‘ﬁ%m Illinois Arts&ldeas Lewis programming is made possible by generous support from the
‘AHTS ARTS National Endowment of the Arts, the lllinois Arts Council Agency, Arts Midwest,

AR Council , wesr and the lllinois Humanities.

Visit luartsandideas.or for details to these & all of the great Arts¢Ideas events.



