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The Metropolitan Youth String Ensemble

MaY 5, 2021	 DANA GREEN, GUEST CONDUCTOR
7:30 pm  	 ST. CHARLES BORROMEO CONVOCATION HALL 

PROGRAM 
Overture to Semiramide........................................................................... Gioachino Rossini    
	 Arr. Bob Lipton

 Constellations: A Suite for String Orchestra.......................................... Timothy Schmidt     
Canis Major 
Ursa Major 
Centaurus 
2021 MYSO Student Composition Contest Recipient 

Concerto.................................................................................................... Antonio Vivaldi
Allegro 
Adagio 
Allegro 
Conducted by Izabella GIeron      

Two Swedish Folk Melodies..................................................................... Johan Severin Svendsen
Allt under himmelens fäste 
Du gamla, du friska, du fjellhöge Nord  

Haciendo Música al Estilo Sinfonieta...................................................... Martín  Rodríguez Peris
Tiempo 
Tiempo 
Conducted by Izabella GIeron

Psalm & Fugue.......................................................................................... Alan Hovhannes     

Star Wars: The Force Awakens................................................................ John Williams
	 Arr. Robert Longfield



TIMOTHY SCHMIDT 
COMPOSER AND 2021 MYSO STUDENT COMPOSITION CONTEST RECIPIENT
Timothy Schmidt, born and raised in Kansas, started composing music at 
the age of 13 as a way of bringing to life book ideas and spent the next few 
years building up his craft from improvised piano melodies to full orchestral 
sketches. An aspiring composer for media, Schmidt has written scores to 
a couple of YouTube videos and provided music for independent drama 
film Hawks Ridge. He is also a regular composer of concert music who has 
organized readings of two orchestral works and received performances of 
various chamber pieces. Schmidt is currently pursuing a degree in music 

composition at the University of Oklahoma. Outside of his studies and music, he enjoys graphic 
design, movies with friends, and watching hometown soccer team Sporting Kansas City.

DANA GREEN
GUEST CONDUCTOR 
Dana Green is a violinist, educator and conductor. With the support of his 
parents, Dana began studying the violin when he was five years old with 
Steve Bjella. In the course of his education as a musician, Dana went on to 
study with Brian Groner, Laura Miller, Hilel Kagan and Theresa Fream. Dana 
graduated with a Bachelor of Music in Music Education from DePaul University 
in 2004 and went on to earn his Masters in Music with a specialization in 
Music Education from Northern Illinois University and more recently studied 
rehearsal techniques at Indiana University under the tutelage of Dr. Cliff 

Colnot. Since graduating, he has logged thousands of hours on the podiums of Vernon Hills 
High School, Naperville North High School, Mill Street and Naper Elementary Schools, the West 
Suburban Youth Orchestra and the Chicago Youth Symphony Orchestra. At Naperville North, Mr. 
Green grew the program from 46 to 154 students while simultaneously tripling the orchestras at 
both Naper and Mill Street Elementary Schools. Mr. Green created three extra-curricular ensembles 
at the high school involving over 130 string players. Dana has led ensembles to place first in 
national music competitions in Seattle, San Francisco, Boston and New York. Orchestras under Mr. 
Green’s baton from both Naperville and Vernon Hills have been selected as featured performers 
at the Illinois Music Educators Conference. For 10 years, Mr. Green served as one of the directors 
of the West Suburban Youth Orchestra. While in that role, he worked with students in grades 4 
through 11 on symphonic literature. Mr. Green continues to serve as a chamber coach for the OPUS 
Chamber Music Program, where he works with student ensembles on string quartet performance 
practice. Dana is a highly sought-after music educator and serves regularly as contest adjudicator 
and festival guest conductor. His energetic and inspiring style have served to engage students 
and communities throughout the Midwest. Mr. Green is currently the Director of Orchestras at 
Vernon Hills High School and director of the Chicago Youth Symphony’s Debut Orchestra where he 
continues to spread the joy of music.

VIOLIN I
Courtney DeVenuto, 
concertmaster The Nicolette 
Bellos Memorial Chair

Lauren Raimbault
Claudia Dlugosz
Lenette May Lee
Chantel Davis

VIOLIN II
Ben Keene
Alexandra Rocha
Madison Randle
Gabe Hawley
Abigail Hogan
Patricia Maka
Madelyn Allen
Olivia Tan
Holly Keenon

VIOLA
George Graefen
Margaret Randle
Ella Caswell

CELLO
Mia Melde, principal

Claudia Danowski
Loralei Summers
Alivia Glas
Eric Radulovich
Christian Hawley

CONTRABASS
Brendan O’Connor
Phoebe Shaughnessy

MYSO Metropolitan Youth 
String Ensemble Members



BENJAMIN FIRER 
MUSIC DIRECTOR
Benjamin Firer is thrilled to join the faculty at Lewis University as Music 
Director of the Metropolitan Youth Symphony Orchestra for the 2020-
2021 season. An award-winning conductor, Firer is active throughout the 
Chicago area. Currently, as Director of Orchestra & Opera at Northern Illinois 
University, he directs the NIU Philharmonic, Opera Theatre, & teaches 
courses in music theory, orchestration & orchestral literature. At NIU, Firer 
helped design a new Master’s in Conducting degree program & built a 
thriving graduate orchestral conducting studio. Along with his duties at NIU, 

Firer is on faculty as conductor with the Northeastern Illinois University & the Chicago Chamber 
Music Festival.

Passionate about inspiring the next generation of musicians, Firer led the Dubuque Symphony 
Youth Orchestra during their 50th anniversary season, culminating in a side-by-side concert 
with the acclaimed Minneapolis Youth Symphony. A committed educator, he was engaged as as 
a teaching artist through the Yale University Music in Schools Initiative, providing instruction at 
the John C. Daniels Magnet School while serving as Music Director of the Yale-Saybrook College 
Orchestra. Prior to his current appointment, Benjamin held posts as Interim Associate Director 
of Orchestras at the Pennsylvania State University, Summer Philharmonic Conductor at the 
Merit School of Music, Director of Orchestras at Juniata College, & Music Director of the Central 
Pennsylvania Youth Orchestras.

Firer was selected as an Emerging Conductor with the Peninsula Music Festival & as the 
conducting fellow for the Atlantic Music Festival. He has garnered awards including The American 
Prize in Conducting, The Woolsey Concerto Competition, Yale Chamber Music Competition, Ellen 
Battell Stoeckel Fellowship, & the Long Island University Conductors Award. Recognized for his 
musical entrepreneurship, he was granted the SUNY Thayer Fellowship in the Arts & the Emma 
Peters Hooper Endowed Award.

As a guest conductor, Firer has made appearances with the symphony orchestras of Champaign-
Urbana, Dubuque, DuPage, Miami, Fargo-Morehead, Pennsylvania Chamber Orchestra, Orchestra 
de la Francophonie, Northwestern University Opera Theatre, Alice Millar Brass Ensemble, & New 
Music New Haven. In demand as a clinician for school & youth orchestras, he collaborates regularly 
with the Midwest Young Artists, The People’s Music School, McHenry County Youth Orchestras, 
Rockford Symphony Youth Orchestras & CPS All-City Orchestras.

IZABELLA GIERON 
CONDUCTING INTERN
Izabella Gieron is an undergraduate Music Education & Music Performance 
Major at Northern Illinois University. She studies with renowned soloist & 
Avalon String Quartet musician, Blaise Magniere. She is a member of the 
NIU Philharmonic & is involved in chamber music.

Izabella was born & raised in the Chicagoland area. As a child, Izabella 
displayed advanced skills on both violin & piano. She has been studying 
piano since age 4 with Katarzyna Nowak until high school. In addition, she 
was a member of the Protégé Philharmonic in Chicago under the direction 

of Joseph Glymph. Joseph Glymph continued as her mentor until college. 
In her early music career, she was chosen to play in both District & All-State Orchestra 

throughout high school. Izabella performed in the All-Conference Jazz band for three years. She 
had the opportunity to perform alongside various artists such as, Marek Balata & Wici Song & 
Dance Theatre.

Not only has she performed at venues within the states, but she has performed internationally. 
In 2016, Izabella performed at the Folklore Music Festival in Paso Fundo, Brazil. In 2018, she 
performed at the CIOFF International Festival in Arequpia, Peru. In 2019, she performed at The 
International Folklore Festival “EUROFOLK – ZAMOŚĆ” in Zamość, Poland. 

For the past four years, Izabella has been teaching private violin & piano lessons. She is also 
an active orchestra teacher for the Fox Valley El Sistema Program in Aurora, IL. Amongst many 
internships, she has had the opportunity to work with the People’s Music School. She is an active 
chamber coach for high school orchestra programs around the Chicago-land area.



SENIOR SPOTLIGHTS
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRADUATING SENIORS!

COURTNEY DEVENUTO 
CONCERTMASTER
Courtney DeVenuto is graduating from Lincoln-Way West High School and will 
be attending VanderCook College of Music to study music education. She is the 
recipient of the VanderCook Scholar’s Program Scholarship. She has been a 
MYSO member and Concertmaster for one season,  and she enjoyed playing our 
Hope in the Dark concert this past March. Playing the marimba concerto virtually 
for her friends and family is one of her favorite performing experiences.

CLAUDIA DLUGOSZ  
VIOLIN

Claudia Dlugosz has been a part of MYSO’s violin section for five years. She is 
graduating from Lockport Township High School and will be attending Augustana 
College to major in instrumental music education. She has received multiple 
scholarships, including Augustana’s Presidential, Music and Social Justice 
scholarships. She enjoyed performing Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet, the annual 
outdoor concerts at Bicentennial Park, and the pizza parties.

RILEY FORTIN 
HORN
Riley Fortin enjoyed playing in MYSO for two seasons while attending Benet 
Academy. He will be attending DePauw University to major in computer science, 
where he will also be involved in their Liberal Arts Music Program. Riley has 
received the DePaul Music Performance Award and Merit Scholarship. He 
most enjoyed practicing and performing The Bat with Dr. Sisk in his first year of 
performing with MYSO.

PATRICIA MAKA  
VIOLIN

Patricia Maka has attended Lemont High School and has been in MYSO for five 
years. She currently plans to attend DePaul University to study business. She has 
been recognized as a higher scholar, higher honor roll student, and more. Her 
best memory of the orchestra is hearing all of Dr. Sisk’s funny stories.

LILLIAN PANKHURST
FLUTE
Lillian Pankhurst has been a MYSO member for four years. She is graduating from 
Plainfield Central High School and has received a VanderScholar program-full 
tuition scholarship to attend VanderCook College of Music to study Education. 
Her most memorable time in MYSO was winning the 2020 Concerto Contest and 
performing the Vivaldi Flute Concerto with the string orchestra this past fall!

NICHOLAS SCHMITT 
OBOE

Nicholas Schmitt has been a MYSO member for over 2 years. While he wasn’t 
able to participate in person this season due to COVID, he has participated in 
MYSO’s Virtual Woodwinds Ensemble this spring. Nicholas is attending Joliet 
Junior College this fall to pursue engineering with an Eagle Scout scholarship. 
His favorite memory is getting the chance to perform Die Fledermaus alongside 
Guest Oboist Mr. Gordon.



MYSO BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Pam Nogal, president

Michael Gorcowski, vice-president

Daniela Broderick, treasurer

Benjamin Firer, music director

Audra Sybert, executive director

Mel Gray, Jr.
Heather Godsey

Mary Jane Johnson
Rich Moore
Mike McFerron
Jolynn Patterson
Devan Szopinski
Rev. Daniel Torson
Patrick Wolf

SOCIAL MEDIA
facebook.com/mysomusic
twitter.com/mysomusic

This program is partially sponsored 
by a grant from the Illinois Arts 

Council

CD RECORDINGS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE 
To purchase a recording of this program, click here (https://www.flipcause.com/secure/reward/
MTA3MzA0). Proceeds will benefit MYSO. Thank you to Recording Artist Greg Ballak for his donation 
of time & talent.

FALL 2021 MUSIC EVENTS
Arts & Ideas Performing Arts Series 
Alloy Horn..................................................................................................................... Monday, Sept. 27 – 7:30 pm

St. Charles Borromeo Convocation Hall

Chamber Choir Fall Concert............................................................................. Monday, Oct. 25 – 7:30 pm
St. Charles Borromeo Convocation Hall

American Guild of Organists Concert........................................................ Friday, Oct. 29 – 7:30 pm
St. Charles Borromeo Convocation Hall

Arts & Ideas Performing Arts Series 
Matthew McCright................................................................. Wednesday, Nov. 3 – 7:30 pm

St. Charles Borromeo Convocation Hall 
Studio Recital 
Students of Jennifer Leckie.............................................................................. Monday, Nov. 15 – 7 pm

Ives Hall

Fall Cabaret................................................................................................................. Monday, Nov. 22 – 7:30 pm
St. Charles Borromeo Convocation Hall

Jazz Band Concert.................................................................................................. Monday, Nov. 29 – 7:30 pm
Ives Hall

Holiday Choral Concert....................................................................................... Monday, Dec. 6 – 7:30 pm
St. Charles Borromeo Convocation Hall

Music Student Recital	����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Wednesday, Dec. 8 – 2 pm
St. Charles Borromeo Convocation Hall


