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MESUDIYA ENSEMBLE 

The Mesudiya Ensemble cultivates the tradition of performing spiritual music by combining classical 
and modern musical elements. Their performances bring together high musical skill with a spiritual 
message, to the delight of their audiences in Bosnia and internationally. The ensemble pays special 
attention to the preservation and revival of traditional musical forms while simultaneously opening 
up possibilities for new compositions, adapted to modern sensibilities.
Mesudiya Ensemble has participated in numerous Bosnian and international festivals and concerts. 
Their performances are often aligned with sacred events and humanitarian projects. Together with 
its musical mission, the ensemble also plays an educational role. Through its work, it introduces 
especially younger generations to cultural traditions. 

Upcoming Arts&Ideas Events 
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES 	 Breakneck Twelfth Night 	
Wednesday, October 8, 2025 - 7:30 pm	 Keith White Theatre
“I think it’s fair to say that I have gained an even greater appreciation of Shakespeare’s humor than 
before I attended this show.” — Faith Andra Harris, KCFringe
Breakneck Twelfth Night is a whirlwind journey through Shakespeare’s beloved comedy, 
condensing the usual two-hour play into a thrilling one-hour performance with a single actor. 
Tim Mooney’s “breakneck performance” brings to life the wit, romance, and mistaken identities 
of Twelfth Night with breathtaking speed and clarity. This adaptation showcases the play’s humor 
and heart, making Shakespeare’s language more accessible than ever. 



Upcoming Events
Sufism in the Balkans.............................................................................................................................. Tuesday, Sept. 30 – 2pm

AS 110S
Sugarcane - Film Screening + Discussion in Honor of Orange Shirt Day................ Tuesday, Sept. 30 – 6pm

University Dining Room
Film Studies Presents - The Best Shorts Film Series............................................................ Wednesday, Oct. 1 – Noon

DL 250 Damian Auditorium
Abraham: Common Ground in Sacred Stories......................................................................... Wednesday, Oct. 8 – Noon

D’Arcy Great Room 
Rethinking Religion, Secularism and Violence........................................................................ Thursday, Oct. 9 – 3pm

AS 150A
	

English Studies Creative Writing Series: 
Catherine-Esther Coweie and Caroline Woods....................................................................... Thursday, October 9 – 4pm

Wadsworth Family Gallery

Visit luartsandideas.org for details to these & all of the great Arts&Ideas events. 

Arts&Ideas Lewis programming is made possible by generous support from the National 
Endowment of the Arts, the Illinois Arts Council Agency, Arts Midwest, and the Illinois 
Humanities.

PHILIP LYNCH THEATRE	

October 3-5 & October 9-12
A talented and experienced Black actress has been cast in Chaos in Belleville, an anti-lynching play 
set to open on Broadway. She’s paid her dues throughout the years, playing stereotypical supporting 
roles in second-rate shows, and is ready for her star turn. Chaos in Belleville, written by a white 
playwright, might not be quite as enlightened a piece as she’s been hoping for — but that doesn’t 
mean it won’t sell out. And selling out is the question at the heart of Alice Childress’s comedy-
drama. A cast of multigenerational Black actors rehearse under the purview of a white director and 
stage manager, and as the rehearsal process unfolds, theatre conventions and racial politics collide, 
resulting in a surprisingly funny yet deeply piercing look at the entertainment industry.

We acknowledge the Land on which we stand and occupy today as the original home of many past Indigenous peoples—most 
recently the Illini, Potawatomi, Ojibwa, Odawa, Sauk, Fox, and Miami and acknowledge Indigenous understanding of and reverence 
for the land and its resources, and the respect Indigenous people have shown towards all life upon it. We acknowledge the history of 
racism and displacement of these peoples from their homelands, the disrespect for traditional cultures, and the extreme hardship 
Native and Non-Native Americans have endured on the road to recovering their cultures spiritually, physically, and economically. As 
an institution of higher learning, it is our duty to remind future generations the debt we owe to the original stewards of this continent.

WADSWORTH FAMILY ART GALLERY 
Paul Mitchell	 October 2-26, 2025
Gallery Talk	 October 23 - 7pm

Paul Mitchell is an art professor and digital artist living in Illinois. This exhibit selection is from a 
body of work reflecting his interest in climate change beginning in 2006 with the publication 
of An Inconvenient Truth by Al Gore. This led to the realization that climate change was 
connected to global warming, ocean acidification, wildlife extinction, and massive migration 
of life on the planet. Most recently, his focus has been on mitigation of the problems and 

suffering caused by climate change. The works are meant to work together supporting a context of healing our planet. 

Dave Savini: Investigative Reporting 	PERFORMING ARTS SERIES
Monday, November 10, 2025 - 7:30 pm	 DL 250 Damian Auditorium
Dave Savini is an investigative reporter and news anchor for CBS News Chicago, WBBM-TV. 
Savini has been honored with every major national broadcast journalism award. Dave is five-
time National Edward R. Murrow Award winner and recipient of the prestigious George Foster 
Peabody Award, Alfred I. duPont Award, and Investigative Reporters and Editors Award (IRE). 
Savini was hired by CBS in 2004 and his career in Chicago started at NBC5 Chicago with the UNIT-
5 Investigative Team where he was the investigative reporter from 1993-2004. His other awards 
include 27 regional Emmys as well as a national Emmy Crystal Pillar award. In 2019, he earned the 
national IRE award and in 2019, the George Foster Peabody award for his series, “unWarranted” 
which exposed a systematic pattern of wrong police raids at the homes of innocent families, 

including the raid on Anjanette Young’s home. He also won the 2020 and 2021 National Association of Black Journalists 
network investigative award for his reporting on wrong raids for the CBS Evening News. The raid on Young, one of 
the most high-profile raids, also garnered the 2020 Emmy and the national Crystal Pillar award. Savini was voted best 
reporter by the Illinois Associated Press 5 times. He filed his first reports in 1989 at WKEF in Dayton, Ohio and at WHIZ 
in Zanesville, Ohio. He specializes in exposing government waste, police corruption, consumer scams, product liability, 
environmental reporting, and medical negligence. Other areas of expertise include investigating public transportation, 
public schools, and failing infrastructure. He is a Chicago native and graduated from the University of Dayton. He 
volunteers with numerous local charities and lives with his wife Shannon in Naperville. 


