
PERFORMING ARTS SERIES 

KRISTÍN JÓNÍNA 
TAYLOR

Tuesday, Jan. 31 • 7:30PM	 St. Charles Borromeo Convocation Hall

Midwest Sonatas
Piano Sonata (1948).........................................................................................................Joanne Baker (1923-2004)

I.	 Allegro moderato
II.	 Slow, Tranquil, like a recitative
III.	Allegro

Sonata no. 2 (2022)..........................................................................................................Mike McFerron (b. 1970)

I.	 On the Playground
II.	 Backroom of the Firehouse
III.	Communion

Sonata no. 2 (2018)..........................................................................................................Bryan D. Stanley (b. 1972)

I.	 Allegro con spirito
II.	 Andante tranquillo
III.	THEME AND VARIATIONS: Allegro 

Biography
Dr. Kristín Jónína Taylor is an Icelandic-American pianist who has been enthusiastically received for her 

performances of Nordic piano works, including the North American premiere of Jón Nordal’s Piano Concerto 
in 2003 and programs by invitation in Washington D.C. for the Ambassador of Iceland and President Vigdís 
Finnbogadóttir. She has performed widely in the U.S. as well as in Iceland, France, the Czech Republic, Belgium, 
Sweden, Austria, Serbia, Canada, Latvia, and Lithuania. As a foreign student in Iceland when she was 16, Kristín 
studied piano with Halldór Haraldsson. At the University of Missouri-Kansas City Conservatory of Music, her 
mentors were Joanne Baker and Richard Cass. In June of 2006, Kristín received the Doctorate of Musical Arts 
in Piano Performance at the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music where she studied with 
Eugene and Elizabeth Pridonoff. She has also studied in Europe with Diane Andersen, Daniel Blumenthal, 
Jacques Lagarde, Perfecto Garcia Chornet, Vit Gregor, and Einar-Steen Nokleberg. Dr. Taylor was the Grand 
Prize Winner of the Naftzger Young Artist Competition, a national finalist in the Music Teacher’s National 
Association Young Chang Collegiate Competition, and a finalist in the Solo Piano Professional Division of The 
American Prize. In 2003 she was invited to give a performance at the Classical Hall of Fame in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
She was a soloist with several orchestras gave a performance of an all-Schumann program at the internationally 
prestigious Reykjavík Arts Festival.

Kristín was the recipient of a Fulbright grant to Iceland in 2004-2005 to conduct research for her doctoral 
thesis on Jón Nordal ’s Piano Concerto. She received another Fulbright Scholar grant award to Iceland for 
the Fall of 2010 to research the music of Þorkell Sigurbjörnsson. In addition, her debut CD recording, The 
Well-Tempered Pianist: The solo piano works of Thorkell Sigurbjörnsson, was released by the Iceland Music 
Information Centre in November 2010. Her second album, which is self-titled, was released by Pólarfónía 
Records in March 2011. Her third album, Thorkell Sigurbjörnsson: Short Stories for Flute and Piano, was 
released by Smekkleysa Records in November 2014. Her most recent album, Gone but not Forgotten, released 
by MarkMasters, was a collaboration with trumpeter Dr. Marc Reed and pianist Dr. Bryan Stanley on rarely-
performed music for trumpet and piano. 



Upcoming Arts&Ideas Events 

PHILIP LYNCH THEATRE 
FEB. 10-12 & FEB. 16-19

Philip Lynch Theatre
A historical poetic story of the conquest of Mexico seen through the eyes of a young boy 

who struggles to save his world from the conquistador. This story is ultimately about hope 
and the struggle to find the courage to persist against all odds. It is the intimate story of a 
boy and his brother who are forced to take sides - one brother joining the conquest against 
the Aztecs and the other fighting to preserve the memory of his ancestors and culture that 
was being brutally erased. This journey of struggle and transition is also a universal one that resonates across historical and 
geographical boundaries. The Sun Serpent is a story that portrays the strength of the human spirit. 

Tickets required. Tickets available at www.lewisu.edu/plt 

Visit luartsandideas.org for details to these & all of the great Arts&Ideas events. 

Arts&Ideas Lewis programming is made possible by generous support from the National 
Endowment of the Arts, the Illinois Arts Council Agency, Arts Midwest, and the Illinois 
Humanities.

Colere Quartet	 PERFORMING ARTS SERIES

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 • 7:30 pm
St. Charles Borromeo Convocation Hall

Winners of the 2020 Fischoff National Chamber Music Competition and the 2019 
Plowman Chamber Music Competition, the Colere Quartet comes to Lewis to present an 
exciting concert of music written for saxophone quartet. Founded in 2017 at the University 
of Iowa, the Colere Quartet is an Iowa-City based ensemble comprised of saxophonists 
John Cummins, Elissa Kana, Greg Rife, and Dennis Kwok. Colere is a Latin word meaning 

“to cultivate.” This name was inspired by Iowa’s expansive farmland and the group’s commitment to cultivating musical life in 
the Midwest and beyond. You will not want to miss this concert of vibrant music played by one of the top saxophone quartets 
today.

Visit colerequartet.com for more information about this dynamic saxophone quartet. 

PERFORMING ARTS SERIES                                  Craig Hultgren
Tuesday, February 21, 2023 - 7:30 PM

St. Charles Borromeo Convocation Hall
Cellist Craig Hultgren has been active in new music for decades. He now resides outside 

of Decorah, Iowa as the farmer-cellist. The New York Classical Review commented that he, 
“...played with impressive poise and sensitivity...” for Dorothy Hindman’s retrospective at 
Carnegie Hall. A recipient of two Artist Fellowships from the Alabama State Council on 
the Arts, he was a member for many years of Thámyris, a contemporary chamber music 
ensemble in Atlanta. He is a founding member of Luna Nova, a new music ensemble with a large repertoire of performances 
available on iTunes. For ten years, he produced the Hultgren Solo Cello Works Biennial, an international competition that 
highlighted the best new compositions for the instrument. Currently, he is Vice President of the Oneota Valley Community 
Orchestra Board of Directors in Decorah and serves as Chair for the Iowa Composers Forum.

This performance will feature “Fifteen-Minutes-of-Fame” (15 one-minute compositions) on the theme of pataphysics. 
Pataphysics is the science of creating solutions to problems that don’t exist. This concert will also feature additional works by 
living composers. Join us for an exciting performance by one of the most gifted interpreters of newly written music for cello. 

Dr. Taylor is the Associate Professor of Piano and Keyboard Area Coordinator at the University of Nebraska 
at Omaha. She serves as President of the Central Regional Chapter of College Music Society and has presented 
at conferences for MTNA, NCKP, College Music Society, World Piano Conference, EPTA, Hawaii University 
International Conferences on Arts, Humanities, Social Sciences and Education, and the Athens Annual 
International Conference on Visual and Performing Arts Program. In October 2022, she was named Nebraska 
Teacher of the Year by the Nebraska Music Teachers Association.

Kristín Jónína Taylor is a Steinway Artist and was inducted into the 2021 Steinway Teacher Hall of Fame.

#JoinTheCommunity	 luartsandideas.org


